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Despite being the foundation on which sustainable 
development is anchored, there are many environmental 
issues and challenges that the country faces.  Notable 

among them are human population dynamics, technological advancement, 
climate change, unsustainable consumption and production patterns, low level of 
environmental awareness and increased incidences of poverty.
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Action Plan
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,

unsustainable 
human activities

Due to emerging environmental challenges, shifts in governance and socio-
economic conditions, and advances in technology, the policy was reviewed to 
address gaps, align with new developments, and enhance access to environmental 
and climate nance.  It was also necessary to strengthen governance by enhancing 
multi-level decentralisation and devolving powers, planning, resource allocation, 
and decision-making to lower levels of government. In addition, the revision of the 
Policy was necessitated by the need to strengthen measures to combat de-
forestation, forest degradation, loss of productivity and loss of biological diversity 
(including wildlife depletion), as well as air, land and water pollution.Thus, the 
2025 National Policy on Environment continues to provide a comprehensive 
framework for effective utilisation of natural resources and environmental 
conservation as prerequisites to sustainable development.
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Although extractive industries such as mining contribute signicantly to the 
Country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP), unsustainable mining activities have 
led to adverse environmental impacts such as air, soil and water pollution, land 
degradation, sinkholes, deforestation, erosion and loss of biological diversity. 
Mining has also impacted negatively on both surface and underground water 
resources and land stability due to de-watering activities.  Other predominant 
small-scale mining activities in the Country with negative impact on the 
environment include but are not limited to sand and aggregate stones mining near 
water courses, gravel excavations in ecologically sensitive areas resulting in un-
rehabilitated borrow-pits.
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      Biological Diversity, Ecosystems and Natural Resources. 

Although Zambia’s natural resources are protected under a network of statutory 
protected areas consisting of Forest Reserves, National Parks and Game 
Management Areas, the rich biological diversity of Zambia still remains under 
threat.  Direct threats to natural resources include habitat transformation, 
encroachment, uncontrolled wild fires, genetically modified organisms, climate 
change, invasive alien species, pollution, unsustainable utilisation, diseases, 
pests and agriculture expansion, deforestation, industrialisation and 
urbanisation.The growth of industries has had negative impacts on the 
environment, as their development are dependent on the use of natural 
resources albeit in an unsustainable way. Further the impacts of invasive species 
on biodiversity in Zambia is a growing concern as it disturbs the composition of 
species, reduces productivity of an area, reduces grazing land, while impacting 
tourism and increases expenditure on their control resulting in long term 
impacts on the economy.  There has been rampant degradation of Zambia’s 
ecosystem thereby affecting the wellbeing of the people and the integrity of the 
same ecosystem.
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Although legislation for the regulation and management of the environment exists, 
there are some gaps which compromise its effective implementation.  The Mines and 
Minerals Act for instance, allows mining explorations even in protected areas and it 
causes conflict between surface and mining rights. In addition, there are observed 
weaknesses in achieving full environmental compliance amongst many 
stakeholders, industry and communities alike. Further, there is need to develop 
regulations for the management of emerging issues such as electronic waste.

In Zambia, the environment is distinctly regulated by various institutions among 
them the Zambia Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA), the Water Resources 
Management Authority (WARMA), the Local Authorities, Forestry Department and 
Department of Wildlife and National Parks (DNPW).  ZEMA is responsible for general 
environmental protection and management of hazardous waste; WARMA ensures 
protection of water resources as well as the immediate environment around water 
resources; while Local Authorities are responsible for development control and 
general waste management. The Department of National Parks and Wildlife  
established to provide oversight on wildlife and wildlife habitats. While ZEMA, 
WARMA and DNPW have presence at national and regional levels only, the local 
authorities are present up to sub-district levels.
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Though the need for establishing Funds is comprehensible, there is a need to 
harmonise existing legislation to have only a single fund thus promoting 
innovative and blended financing for the environmental management.
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